ST AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY, WHITTON
Sunday 10t December 2023

CHURCH NEWS

St. Augustine Church, Whitton, Hospital Bridge Road, Twickenham,

TW2 6DE

2"d Sunday of Advent

The Proclamation of John the Baptist

e

The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; | am
not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. |
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.” — Mark 1.7-8

Advent is a season of expectation and preparation, as
the Church prepares to celebrate the coming
(adventus) of Christ in his incarnation, and also looks
ahead to his final advent as judge at the end of time.

The Advent wreath is a centuries-old Christian tradition
that holds four candles representing the four Sundays
of Advent. Each Sunday symbolises one of the four
Advent themes: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. The
wreath’s circular shape and evergreen colour
represent God’s infinite and everlasting love for us.
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First Reading — Isaiah 40.1-11
Second Reading — 2 Peter 3.8-15a

Gospel Reading — Mark 1.1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of
you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”,

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed,
‘The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. | have baptized you with water; but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’

Cornerstone — Next meeting on Tuesday 12" December @ 3.00pm

Cornerstone is an informal opportunity to meet together in our beautiful church over
a cup of tea or coffee, to share experiences and to support each other. We meet every
2nd Tuesday of the month at 2:30pm, and everyone is welcome to join.

Strollers — Next Walk on Saturday 16t December: Meet @ 09.40 am at Whitton
Station

This outing will be a morning walk followed by an end of season lunch at the
Fountain/Beefeater restaurant at Fulwell at 1pm. After a bus/train to Twickenham, the
route will start along the Thames Path and via Marble Hill Park with coffee at Marble
Hill House and back to Twickenham, then a but to Fountain.

St Augustine Church Strollers Group welcomes anyone who may enjoy walking and
meeting new people. We have members of differing ages and abilities, all of whom
are welcome. If you would like to join the lunch and for further information, please
contact Peter on pdewinton@aol.com.

Messy Church — Saturday 16" December 2023 @ 10.00am — 12.00pm

Messy Church brings together children (age 0-8) and their parents every 3" Saturday
of the month for a time of fun, art, games, bible stories, sing-along, and food. It affords
opportunity for both children and adults to interact with other families.




Junior and Youth Church Nativity — Saturday 23" December @ 4.00pm

The young people in our church have been working hard to once again showcase the
story of the birth of Jesus. The show promises to be a joyful and heartwarming
celebration of the true meaning of Christmas.

The Nativity is an annual event performed by our young people and
held at our church. We would be delighted to have you with us and
show support for these talented young individuals. Let's all come
together and rejoice in the joyous occasion of Jesus' birth!

For enquiries, please contact Martha (msakala07@yaho0.co.uk).

Prayer and Reflection — Tuesday 9™ January @ 11.00am — 12.00pm

This date is only for this January, all other monthly meetings take place on the first
Tuesday of every month at 11.00am, in church. People take turns to lead in quiet
reflections to deepen our spiritual life and Christian journey. Everyone is welcome.

For more information, please contact the vicar by email or phone.

Youth Get Together (YGT) — Next meeting on Sunday 14" January @ 12.00pm
Youth and young people (students from Year 5 to 13) are invited to meet in the Church
Hall for a time of fun, games, food (pizza!) and Prayer & Reflection. For more
information, please contact the vicar by email or phone.

Churches Together in Whitton

Preparations for the annual Christmas Day lunch for people who live alone are
underway.

Volunteers are needed on Christmas Eve at Ss Philip & James to prepare the hall at
midday for 1 hour (the more people that help the shorter the time required). Volunteers
are also needed on Christmas Day to help greet the guests and serve lunch, and
drivers to transport the guests to and from the hall.

Please sign up on the lists at the back of the church to volunteer or contact Roubina
de Winton — email: roubinadewinton@gmail.com or phone: 07932526946.

Home Groups
Home Groups provide an opportunity and a safe space to; explore the Bible and other
Issues together, explore those questions of faith we wanted to ask, grow in our faith
journey and understanding of God’s purpose for the world, get to know other people,
and invite friends and anyone who may be seeking to know more about Christian faith.
e Wednesday Home Group with Fiona & John (@7.00pm) will meet next in
December on the 20™.
e Friday Home Group with Alwyn Williams (@ 11.00am) will meet next in
December on the 15%.
For further details and to sign up, contact Fr John on:
WhatsApp Number +44 7407 246686 or email: vicarofstaugustinewhitton@aol.com
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12 Day Reflections for Christmas and New Year

From Christmas Eve to 5th January this booklet provides an  Fol owTheStar
opportunity to reflect on Christmas and the experience of Mary, =
Joseph, Shepherds, and the Magi. PEL o

Pick up a book from the back of the church at £1.50. Christms an the New Yeor

n

December Retiring Collection — Crisis

r ! Crisis is the nation’s largest homeless charity dedicated to helping
people experiencing homelessness. They work directly with

| Together . .
Crisis wewitens  thousands of homeless people every year and provide vital help

so that people can rebuild their lives and are supported out of
homelessness for good.

Every year Crisis at Christmas opens its doors to people who are homeless. Right
now, thousands of people at the sharp end of poverty are at risk of being pushed into
homelessness. As a national charity, Crisis offer much-needed warmth, healthcare,
food and company to people experiencing homelessness across the UK.

For more information visit crisis.org.uk.

Worship Services
» Sunday @ 10am — Holy Communion Service, includes Junior and Youth Church

» Sunday @ 6pm — Evening Prayers (Compline via Zoom)
Meeting ID: 837 7674 9724 Passcode: 186213 (Click here for the Zoom link)

= 3 Sunday of the month @ 10am — Family and All Age Holy Communion Service

» Friday @10am — Holy Communion Service
For our Prayers

Peace and end of war in Israel-Gaza, Ukraine, Sudan and other places
of conflict around the world.

Those who are sick and struggling: Jo Dale, Jeremy Short, Anne Hickmott, Willem
Cheng, Richard and Theresa Scriven, Anne Newman, Joan Greening, Emily Adams,
Lucy Brooks, Chris Frazer, John Burbidge and Mavis Walter.

Recently Departed: Freya Holloway

This week we remember the anniversary of the death of: Eileen Hamilton, Maud
Clewer, Vera Culling, Ron Culling, Ron Henson, Elsie Murphy, Joyce Horn, Paul
Lucas, Annie Davies, Louise Gunter, Leslie Wookey, Cathrine Thing, Matthew Green,
Donald Culling, Audrey Bassett, Blanche Maidwell, Winifred Adams, Kay Barnes,
Robert Jenkinson, Gwen Harper, Howard James, William Brough, Eileen Berryman
and Alan Sinclair.
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https://www.crisis.org.uk/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83776749724?pwd=VHFacW1wQTFWL1p1d2FCTkVKbEs0QT09

Diary Dates — December 2023 & January 2024

Tue 12" Dec 3.00 pm Cornerstone (in church)
Sat 16" Dec 9.40 am Strollers Group Outing (meet at Whitton Station)
10am - 12pm Messy Church
Sun 17" Dec 10.00 am Parish Eucharist — 3" Sunday of Advent
(All Age/Family Service)
Sun 24" Dec 10.00 am Parish Eucharist — 4" Sunday of Advent
Sun 315t Dec 10.00 am Parish Eucharist — 15t Sunday after Christmas
Sun 7" Jan 10.00 am Parish Eucharist — Epiphany of the Lord
Tue 9" Jan 10am — 12pm | Prayer and Reflection
2.30 pm Cornerstone (in church)
Sat 20" Jan 10am - 12pm | Messy Church
Diary Dates — Advent & Christmas 2023
Sun 17" Dec 6.30 pm Christmas Carols by Candlelight
Sat 23 Dec 4.00 pm Nativity Play
Sun 24" Dec 11.00 pm Midnight Mass (Christmas Eve)
Mon 25™" Dec 10.00 am Christmas Day Service

10.00 am Service Duties for December 2023

10/12/23 17/12/23 24/12/23 31/12/23
: Vicki, Hilda, | Jayne, Pauline | Rob, Connie, .
Sidespersons Gerald & Graham Frances Gill & Beryl
First Reading Jane _ _ TBC Gerald
Second Family Service
Readin Bob — Junior & TBC Patricia
g . . Youth Church
Intercessions Dina TBC Alwyn
Screen & Pauline Gil TBC Pauline
sound
MC
Crucifer
Acolyte 1
Acolyte 2
. Jack, Clare,
Tea & Coffee | Denzil & Maria Rene, Marle & | Sue, Margaret Barbara &
Pauline & Pat Hilda




