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A very warm welcome to this Eucharist Service.

St Augustine of Canterbury,
Whitton

ADVENT SUNDAY
30th November 2025

Processional Hymn

Come, Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel’s Strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every trembling heart.

Born Thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.

By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us to thy glorious throne.
 
The Greeting

The Greeting

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

The Children come to the front for a blessing and help to light the candle on the Wreath before they go out to Messy Church.

[bookmark: _Hlk214980966]THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
 
(We all say together)

We light this candle today to remind us that Christ is our hope and the hope of the world. 
We thank God for the promises he has made to us and for the light he has brought into the world.
 
The candle is lit
 Let us pray: 
O God of Hope, Emmanuel, God with Us -- we pray you to send your light into our hearts at this time. Help us to be ready for the day and the hour of Christ's final appearing.  Live in us and help us to live in you. By the power of the Holy Spirit, transform us so that our worship, our celebration, our time of preparation, may be pleasing unto you - both now - and forevermore.  Amen.
A CANDLE IS BURNING

We sing (Tune of ‘Away in the Manger’)

A Candle is burning, 
a flame warm and bright,
a candle of hope in December's dark night.
While angels sing blessing
from heaven's starry sky,
our hearts we prepare now
 for Jesus is nigh.

Introduction to Confession

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore, in the light of Christ, let us confess our sins.

Confession

Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations
into the peace of your kingdom:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

You come in word and sacrament
to strengthen us in holiness:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

You will come in glory
with salvation for your people:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

The president says

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins and keep us in life eternal; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen
The Collect

Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.    Amen

The Liturgy of the Word
[bookmark: _Hlk77322652][bookmark: _Hlk183551661][bookmark: hebrew_oth_reading]First Reading
Isaiah 2.1–5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  In days to come the mountain of the Lords house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say, Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths. For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm

I rejoiced when I heard them say “Let us go to God’s house”

I rejoiced when I heard them say;
‘let us go to God’s house.’
And now our feet are standing
Within your gates, O, Jerusalem.
I rejoiced when I heard them say “Let us go to God’s house”

It is there that the tribes go up.
  The tribes of the Lord.
For Israel’s law it is
  There to praise the Lord’s name.
There were set the thrones of judgement
Of the house of David.
I rejoiced when I heard them say “Let us go to God’s house”

For the peace of Jerusalem pray;
‘Peace be to your homes!
May peace reign in your walls,
In your palaces, peace.’
I rejoiced when I heard them say “Let us go to God’s house”
For love of my family and friends
I say, ‘Peace upon you.’
For love of the house of the Lord
I will ask for your good.
I rejoiced when I heard them say “Let us go to God’s house”

[bookmark: _Hlk183551729]Second Reading

Romans 13.11–end

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;
the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light;
let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy.
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Gradual Hymn

[bookmark: _Hlk127359765]Drop, drop, slow tears
And bathe those beauteous feet.
Which brought from heav’n 
The news and Prince of peace.

Cease not, wet eyes,
His mercies to entreat;
To cry for vengeance
Sin doth never cease.

In your deep floods
Drown all my faults and fears;
Not let his eye
See sin, but through my tears.

[bookmark: _Hlk183551817]Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord

Matthew 24.36–44

But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.
For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark,
and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left.
Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
(Please stand)
The Creed

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, light from light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father;
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
And the life of the world to come.  
Amen

(Please kneel or sit for)

The Prayers

Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

(30) Pamela Togni (08) Maggie Hayashi (12) 
        Christopher Ware (13), Margaret Pratt (17) 
        Betty Harris (21)
Dec:
(1)   Nadine Cribb, Edgar Thomas (04) 
        Francis Smith (06), Katherine MacDonald (07
(2)   Rita Jenn, Carol Alldridge, Maurice Barnett (09) 
        Joyce Goddard, (13) Tony Goff (20)
(3)   Frederick Stark, Rhys Thomas, Kathleen Wye (06)      
        Jean Hawkins (13)
(4)   Arthur Randall (02)
(5)   Maurice Ockendon (76) Terry Turner (12)
(6)   Les Heppenstall (83) Mimi Every, Arthur Pullen  
        Donald Ratcliffe (06) Maurice Hutchins (08)

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

(Please stand)

The Peace

In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you: 
and also with you.

Let us show one another a sign of peace

Offertory Hymn

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne, 
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns 
All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of him who died for thee, 
And hail him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
Behold his hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
In beauty glorified. 
No angel in the sky
Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends each burning eye
At mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of peace, 
Whose power a sceptre sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise. 
His reign shall know no end, 
and round his pierced feet 
Fair flowers of paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

Crown him the Lord of years,
The Potentate of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres,
Ineffably sublime.
All hail, redeemer hail!
For thou hast died for me;
Thy praise shall never, never fail
Throughout eternity.

Preparation of the table

As the grain once scattered in the fields
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside
are now united on this table in bread and wine,
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together from the corners of the earth
into your kingdom.  Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you
And also with you

Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give him thanks and praise

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and everlasting Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son.
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world to open for us the way of salvation.
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,
we now watch for the day when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
to proclaim your glory for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of pow’r,
Lord God of might
Lord God of pow’r and might.
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna
In the highest.

Blessed, blessed, blessed,
blessed is he who comes in the name,
who comes in the Lord’s own name.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna,
In the highest
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna,

(please kneel or sit)

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, you embraced a people as your own. 
When they turned away and rebelled your love remained steadfast. 
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, to be the living bread, 
in whom all our hungers are satisfied. He offered his life for sinners, 
and with a love stronger than death he opened wide his arms on the cross. 

On the night before he died, he came to supper with his friends and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
we remember his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you these gifts of your creation; 
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, form us in the likeness of Christ, and build us into a living temple to your glory. 

Remember, Lord, your Church in every land. Reveal her unity, guard her faith, and preserve her in peace. 
Bring us at the last with St. Augustine and all the saints to the vision of that eternal splendour for which you have created us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in whom, with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
 
Awaiting his coming in glory, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. 

Amen
Breaking of the Bread

(The priest breaks the consecrated bread)

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

The Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 
Giving of Communion

Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Communion:

All are welcomed to receive Communion or a
Blessing as guided by the Sidespersons.

Communion Hymn

Lord Jesus, think on me
And purge away my sin,
From earth-born passions set me free,
And make me pure within.

Lord Jesus, think on me,
With care and woe opprest;
Let me thy loving servant be,
And taste thy promised rest.

Lord Jesus, think on me,
Amid the battle’s strife;
In all my pain and misery
Be thou my health and life.

Lord Jesus, think on me,
Nor let me go astray,
Through darkness and perplexity
Point thou the heavenly way.

Lord Jesus, think on me,
When flows the tempest high;
When on doth rush the enemy
O Saviour, be thou nigh.

Lord Jesus, think on me,
That, when the flood is past,
I may the eternal brightness see,
And share thy joy at last.

2nd Communion Hymn

O let the Son of God enfold you 
with His Spirit and His love,
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.
O let Him have the things that hold you,
And His Spirit like a dove
will descend upon your life and make you whole.

Jesus, O Jesus,
Come and fill Your lambs.
Jesus, O Jesus,
Come and fill Your lambs

O come and sing this song with gladness
As your hearts are filled with joy,
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name.
O give Him all your tears and sadness,
Give Him all your years of pain,
And you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ names.

Jesus, O Jesus,
Come and fill Your lambs.
Jesus, O Jesus,
Come and fill Your lambs

(Please remain seated)

Prayer after Communion

Lord, we have broken your bread and received your life.
By the power of your Spirit keep us always in your love through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God,
We thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen 
NOTICES

(Pease stand)
The Blessing

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the darkness from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always.
Amen
The Dismissal

As we await our coming Saviour,
go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Recessional Hymn

Lo! He comes with clouds descending,
Once for mortal sinners slain;
Thousand thousand saints attending,
Swell the triumph of His train:
Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia!
Christ appears, on earth to reign.


Every eye shall now behold Him
Robed in dreadful majesty;
Those who set at naught and sold Him,
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
Deeply grieving, deeply grieving, deeply grieving,
Shall the true Messiah see.

Those dear tokens of His passion
Still His dazzling body bears;
Cause of endless exultation
To His ransomed worshippers;
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture
Gaze we on those glorious scars!

Yea, Amen! let all adore Thee,
High on thine eternal throne;
Savior, take the power and glory,
Claim the kingdom for thine own;
Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.
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