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Passiontide Sunday

5th  Sunday of Lent
22nd March 2026

Processional Hymn

Glory be to Jesus,
Who in bitter pains,
Poured for me the life-blood
From his sacred veins.

Grace and life eternal
In that blood I find;
Blest be his compassion,
Infinitely kind.

Blest through endless ages
Be the precious stream,
Which from endless torment
Doth the world redeem.

Oft as earth exulting
Wafts its praise on high,
Hell with terror trembles,
Heaven is filled with joy.

Lift ye then your voices;
Swell the mighty flood;
Louder still and louder
Praise the precious Blood.

The Greeting

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Grace, mercy and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 
and also with you.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen

INTRODUCTION TO CONFESSION

Christ himself carried up our sins in his body to the tree, so that, free from sins,
we might live for righteousness; by his wounds we have been healed. Let us confess our sins.

Confession

Lord Jesus Christ, we confess we have failed you as did your first disciples.
We ask for your mercy and your help.
When we take our ease rather than watch with you: 
Lord, forgive us.
Christ have mercy.

When we bestow a kiss of peace
yet nurse enmity in our hearts:
Lord, forgive us. 
Christ have mercy.

When we strike at those who hurt us
rather than stretch out our hands to bless: Lord, forgive us.
Christ have mercy.

When we deny that we know you
for fear of the world and its scorn:
Lord, forgive us. 
Christ have mercy.

The president says

Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, + forgive
you your sins, open your eyes to God’s truth,
strengthen you to do God’s will and give you the
joy of his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. 
Amen
The Collect

Gracious Father,
you gave up your Son out of love for the world:
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading

Ezekiel 37.1–14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.
He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.
He said to me, Mortal, can these bones live? I answered, O Lord God, you know.
 Then he said to me, Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.
I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.
I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.
Then he said to me, Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.
I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.
And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.
 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord. 

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm

With the Lord there is mercy and fulness of redemption

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,
Lord, hear my voice!
O let your ears be attentive
To the voice of my pleading.
With the Lord there is mercy and fulness of redemption

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,
Lord, who would survive?
But with you is found forgiveness:
For this we revere you.
With the Lord there is mercy and fulness of redemption

Because with the Lord there is mercy
And fullness of redemption,
Israel indeed God will redeem
From all its iniquity.
With the Lord there is mercy and fulness of redemption
		
Second Reading
Romans 8.6–11

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to Gods law-indeed it cannot,  and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Gradual Hymn

[bookmark: _Hlk149899399][bookmark: _Hlk173761517]Breathe on me, breath of God,
Fill me with life anew,
That  as you love, so may I love,
And do what you would do.

Breathe on me breath of God
Until my heart is pure:
Until my will is one with yours
To do and to endure.

Breathe on me, breath of God,
Fulfil my heart’s desire,
Until this earthly part of me
Glows with your heav’nly fire.

Breathe on me, breath of God,
So shall I never die,
But live with you the perfect life
Of your eternity.

Gospel Acclamation

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and given him the name that is above every name.
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

Gospel Reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord
John 11.1–45

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill.
So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, Lord, he whom you love is ill.
But when Jesus heard it, he said, This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for Gods glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.
Then after this he said to the disciples, Let us go to Judea again.
The disciples said to him, Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?
Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world.
But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.
After saying this, he told them, Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.
The disciples said to him, Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.
Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep.
Then Jesus told them plainly, Lazarus is dead.
For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him.
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home.
Martha said to Jesus, Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.
Jesus said to her, Your brother will rise again.
Martha said to him, I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.
Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?
She said to him, Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, The Teacher is here and is calling for you.
And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.
The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.
He said, Where have you laid him? They said to him, Lord, come and see.
Jesus began to weep.
So the Jews said, See how he loved him!
But some of them said, Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.
Jesus said, Take away the stone. Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.
Jesus said to her, Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?
So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, Father, I thank you for having heard me.
I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come out!
The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, Unbind him, and let him go.
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
(Please stand)
The Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, Of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father;
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
And the life of the world to come.  

[bookmark: _Hlk127358590](Please kneel or sit for our prayers)

The Prayers

Lord hear us
Lord graciously hear us

Lord of the Church,
hear our prayer, and make us one in heart and mind to serve you in Christ our Lord.
Amen

(23) Ronald King, Ronald Digby, 
        Philip Strong (16)			
(24) Graham Gibb, Kenneth Barton, 
        Phyllis Okell (73) 
        Walter Chapman, Francis Brown, 
        Lee De Lima (08)			
(25) Eluned Williams (77) Nellie Keeley.	
(26) Olive Linfield (92) Christina Crompton (02) 
        Lily Gardiner (02) Alfred Mearing (05) 
        Harold Hutchinson (05) 
        Gabrielle Teader (08),
        Anthony Jackson (11) 
        Andrew Slaughter (18), Joan Pike (18)
(27) Edward Gittings, Stephen Hood.		
(28) Ethel Heppenstall, Annie Lees (01) 
        Pam Cummins, Elsie Osborne (18) 
        Vera Muir (19)

(Please stand)
The Peace

Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. We meet in his name and share his peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace.

Offertory Hymn

[bookmark: _Hlk173229305]I am the bread of life,
You who come to me shall not hunger,
and who believe in me shall not thirst.
No one can come to me
Unless the Father beckons,

And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up on the last day

The bread that I will give
Is my flesh for the life of the world,
And if you  eat of this bread,
you shall live for ever,
you shall live for ever.

And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up on the last day

Unless you eat
Of the flesh of the Son of Man,
And drink of His blood,
And drink of His blood,
You shall not have life within you.

And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up on the last day
I am the resurrection,
I am the life,
If you believe in me,
Even though you die,
you shall live for ever.

And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up on the last day

Yes, Lord, I believe
That You are the Christ,
The Son of God
Who has come
Into the world.

And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up on the last day.

Prayer over the Offerings

Jesus, true vine and bread of life,
ever giving yourself that the world might live, let us share your death and passion: make us perfect in your love.
Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you
And also with you

Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise

It is indeed right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty. The power of the life-giving cross reveals the judgement that has come upon the world and the triumph of Christ crucified. He is the victim who dies no more, the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, our advocate in heaven to plead our cause, exalting us there to join with angels and archangels,
for ever praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest.
(Please kneel or sit)

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks;
He gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Christ is the bread of life. 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup we proclaim you death until you come in glory.

Therefore heavenly Father, in remembrance of the precious death and passion, the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension of your dear son Jesus Christ, we offer you through him our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. We bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, may praise and glorify you forever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
 
Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. 

Amen
Breaking of the Bread

(The priest breaks the consecrated bread)

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup
We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

The Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 

Giving of Communion

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

The Sanctuary bell is rung and the Priest takes communion followed by the congregation.

Communion:

All are welcomed to receive Communion or a
Blessing as guided by the Sidespersons.

Communion Hymn
(for which we remain kneeling or seated)

[bookmark: _Hlk148389289]How deep the Father's love for us,
How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss,
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the chosen One,
Bring many sons to glory.

Behold the Man upon a cross,
My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice,
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished,
His dying breath has brought me life,
I know that it is finished.
I will not boast in anything
No gifts, no power, no wisdom.
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer,
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom.

2nd Communion Hymn

[bookmark: _Hlk149684344]As we are gathered, Jesus is here;
One with each other, Jesus is here;
Joined by the Spirit,
Washed in the blood,
Part of the body, 
the church of God.
As we are gathered Jesus is here;
One with each other, Jesus is here.

(Please remain seated)

Prayer after Communion

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters we do also for you:
give us the will to be the servant of others
as you were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died for us, but are alive and reign, now and for ever.  Amen

We pray together

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home.  Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.  Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

NOTICES

The Blessing

Christ crucified draw you to himself,
to find in him a sure ground for faith,
a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven;

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always.   Amen
Go in the peace of Christ
Thanks be to God

Recessional Hymn

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,
like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in his justice,
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows
are more felt than up in heaven;
there is no place where earth’s failings
have such kindly judgment given.

But we make his love too narrow
by false limits of our own;
and we magnify his strictness
with a zeal he will not own.
There is plentiful redemption
in the blood that has been shed;
there is joy for all the members
in the sorrows of the Head.

For the love of God is broader
than the scope of human mind,
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more simple,
we should take him at his word;
and our lives would be all gladness
in the joy of Christ our Lord.
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Glory   be   to   Jesus,   Who   in   bitter   pains,   Poured   for   me   the   life - blood   From   his   sacred   veins.     Grace   and   life   eternal   In   that   blood   I   find;   Blest   be   his   compassion,   Infinitely   kind.     Blest   through   endless   ages   Be   the   precious   stream,   Which   from   endless   torment   Doth   the   world   redeem.     Oft   as   earth   exulting   Wafts   its   praise   on   high,   Hell   with   terror   trembles,   Heaven   is   filled   with   joy.     Lift   ye   then   your   voices;   Swell   the   mighty   flood;   Louder   still   and   louder   Praise   the   precious   Blood.  

 

The Greeting 

 

In   the   name   of   the   Father,   and   of   the   Son,   and   of   the   Holy   Spirit .   Amen     Grace,   mercy   and   peace,   from   God   our   Father   and   the   Lord   Jesus   Christ   be   with   you,     and   also   with   you.    

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts 

by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

  INTRODUCTION   TO   CONFESSION     Christ   himself   carried   up   our   sins   in   his   body   to   the   tree,   so   that,   free   from   sins,   we   might   live   for   righteousness;   by   his   wounds   we   have   been   healed.   Let   us   confess   our   sins.  

 

Confession     Lord   Jesus   Christ,   we   confess   we   have   failed   you   as   did   your   first   disciples.   We   ask   for   your   mercy   and   your   help.   When   we   take   our   ease   rather   than   watch   with   you:     Lord,   forgive   us.   Christ   have   mercy.     When   we   bestow   a   kiss   of   peace   yet   nurse   enmity   in   our   hearts:   Lord,   forgive   us.     Christ   have   mercy.     When   we   strike   at   those   who   hurt   us   rather   than   stretch   out   our   hands   to   bless:   Lord,   forgive   us.   Christ   have   mercy.     When   we   deny   that   we   know   you   for   fear   of   the   world   and   its   scorn:   Lord,   forgive   us.     Christ   have   mercy.  

 

The   president   says     Almighty   God,   who   in   Jesus   Christ   has   given   us   a   kingdom   that   cannot   be   destroyed,   +   forgive   you   your   sins,   open   your   eyes   to   God’s   truth,   strengthen   you   to   do   God’s   will   and   give   you   the   joy   of   his   kingdom,   through   Jesus   Christ   our   Lord.     Amen   The   Collect     Gracious   Father,   you   gave   up   your   Son   out   of   love   for   the   world:   lead   us   to   ponder   the   mysteries   of   his   passion,   that   we   may   know   eternal   peace   through   the   shedding   of   our   Saviour’s   blood,   Jesus   Christ   our   Lord.    Amen     The   Liturgy   of   the   Word   First   Reading     Ezekiel   37.1 – 14     The   hand   of   the   Lord   came   upon   me,   and   he   brought   me   out   by   the   spirit   of   the   Lord   and   set   me   down   in   the   middle   of   a   valley;   it   was   full   of   bones.   He   led   me   all   round   them;   there   were   very   many   lying   in   the   valley,   and   they   were   very   dry.   He   said   to   me,   Mortal,   can   these   bones   live?   I   answered,   O   Lord   God,   you   know.     Then   he   said   to   me,   Prophesy   to   these   bones,   and   say   to   them:   O   dry   bones,   hear   the   word   of   the   Lord.  

